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Performance Levels 
 
 
Level 1 
 

Beginner I: You have no knowledge of the Spanish language. You are perhaps familiar 
with a few expressions and words like "Hello” (hola), “good morning" (buenos días), 
"Don't mention it"/"Please" (de nada/por favor), "Thanks" (gracias), “Good bye” (hasta 
luego), etc. 
 
Level 2 
 

Beginner II: You are able to express in a very simple way where you come from, what 
you do, how old you are, what your profession is, etc. You are able to read and under-
stand simple texts. But pronunciation as well as phrasing still cause considerable difficul-
ties, and a fluent conversation is not yet possible. You know how to conjugate the verbs 
ending with -ar, -er, and -ir as well as the most important modal verbs (poder, querer, de-
ber, etc.). The correct use of "ser" (to be I) and "estar" (to be II) still presents some diffi-
culties. 
 
Level 3 
 

Intermediate I: You are familiar with the fundamentals of Spanish grammar, particularly 
with the forms and use of the diverse past tenses in the indicative mood. You know some 
forms of the present tense in subjunctive mood ("Presente de Subjuntivo"), but you are 
not always sure when and how to use them. The use of "ser" and "estar" does not pre-
sent major problems, neither does the conjugation of the numerous irregular verbs. You 
dispose of a basic vocabulary and you can follow quite easily a conversation about topics 
you are familiar with. But there are still some difficulties in constructing complex phrases. 
With regard to correct pronunciation and wording, you still feel somewhat unsure and lim-
ited. 
 
Level 4 
 

Intermediate II: You are able to talk about general and job-related topics, to make ap-
pointments, to understand business correspondence. Making phone calls still creates 
slight problems. Reading a newspaper and formulating your own texts is still fairly difficult 
and requires quite a lot of time. Using in correct way the different past tenses in the in-
dicative mood is (almost) no problem. You know the forms of the present tense in the 
subjunctive mood ("Presente de Subjuntivo"), and you are able to apply them quite well. 
You have heard about the past tenses in the subjunctive mood ("Pretérito Imperfecto de 
Subjuntivo", "Pretérito Perfecto de Subjuntivo", and "Pretérito Pluscuamperfecto de Sub-
juntivo"), but the use still looks somewhat difficult. 
 
Level 5 
 

Advanced I: You master the structure of the grammar and you have a good command of 
the subjunctive mood ("Presente de Subjuntivo") as well as of the use of the diverse past 
tenses in the indicative mood. In addition, you are familiar with the past tenses of the sub-
junctive mood and you know how to handle them. "Ser" and "estar" are no problem at all. 
You are able to converse about "God and the World" and to join a round table discussion 
or to keep abreast in a business negotiation. The flow of your language is good, as well 
as your vocabulary and the way you express yourself. But everything is still subject to be 
polished. 
 
Level 6 
 

Advanced II: Your language is fluent and correct, both in written and oral form. You are 
able to understand and to formulate difficult pieces of texts. Left to be improved is minor 
grammatical details related to the elegance of your Spanish, as well as the use of idio-
matic terms and, if need be, the accumulation of specific vocabularies. 
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